THE WAR WITH FRANCE,  1793-1815
build; he had a quick, martial step, penetrating grey eyes
and a zest for smartness of dress and manner. Under the
frigid exterior which won for Mm the title of the Iron Duke
he concealed a kind and generous heart; his habitual self-
restraint made him indifferent to amateur criticism, often
contemptuous of popular opposition and opinion, and
hostile to ostentation and luxury. Yet he was not devoid
of feeling; he could be withering in his anger yet magnificent
in his generosity. His firm step betokened his unflinching
resolution: he had learned to trust himself implicitly and
to be somewhat cynically suspicious of his fellows. Conse-
quently, though he was generally respected and admired, he
had no friends.
As a general h^was the equal of Napoleon. In Spain he
laboured under difficulties almost unknown to the French
commander: his policy of caution was rarely spectacular, for
a retreat often served his purpose better than an open battle.
Therefore, bringing few decisive battles to Ms credit, his
policy was never popular, and was all too rarely understood
in England.   Hisjarmy	was small: he was seriously lacking
in cavalry and engineers, in guns and ammunition. The
courage and tenacity of the Spaniards will readily be
admitted: they formed the backbone of the resistance to
France and showed great fortitude in the face of adversity.
But they did not make good soldiers. Wellington described
them as "children in the art of war"; their discipline
was so bad that when Wellington began to enter France,
he had to send them back to their own country because
of his inability to prevent them plundering the French
peasantry. He once said: " I am obliged to be everywhere,
and if absent from any operation something goes wrong."1
Yet the obstacles never daunted him. He made the best
possible use of the small English force at his disposal, >/
husbanded his resources at all times, and gradually won the
confidence of the Government by his prompt attention to
business, his unrelenting discharge of his duty, and his
trustworthy statements of facts and requisitions. Welling-
ton realised the possibilities of the Portuguese, and gradually
1 Diet, of Nat, Biography.

